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Executive Summary 

The legal basis for preparing the Intergrated Urban development Plan for Kabarnet Town 

(Municipality) is based on County Government Act of 2012 and Urban areas & cities Act of 

2011. The Acts outline the content and objectives of Urban plans. It sums up an Urban plan as 

a GIS-based Spatial Development Plan covering a period of 10 years (2017 to 2027) as a 

broad framework for organizing and distributing population and activities in the urban area to 

achieve both National and County development objectives.  

The Situational Analysis Report is one in a series of key reports that are meant to lay a 

foundation upon which planning is based. This report seeks to comprehensively address the 

characteristics of the municipality by illustrating spatial, physical environment, population and 

demographic and the human geographical attributes of development. 

Kabarnet town is located 260 km north-west away of Nairobi, the capital city of Kenya. It is to 

the North of equator within latitudes 0°25'0"N and 0°34'0"N and longitudes 35°40'0"E and 

35°49'0"E. The planning area is located at an average altitude of 1815m in the slopes of Tugen 

Hills and at the edge of Kerio valley. Administratively, the Project area is within Baringo Central 

Sub-County in the larger Baringo County. It Cuts across 3 wards, 11 locations and 23 sub 

locations. The planning area covers approximately 107.6 km2.   

According to the Kenyan census of 2009, Kabarnet had core-urban population of 17,645 of 

which 8218 were female and 9427 male. The three wards had in 2009 a population of 56,683 

persons most of which are located within the munipality. For the preparation of the IUDP for the 

town, the urban population is the major determining factor in infrastructure and utility planning. 

However, the total population of the Municipality and its neighbourhood is critical in that it 

provides the urban set-up with additional human capital. 

The importance of urban development for the future of Baringo County is massive. However, just 

like most of the Kenyan counties, informality of urban housing is on the rise. Informal settlements 

are located on either public or private land. These informal settlements suffer social and 

infrastructural exclusions. The major challenges of these informal settlements are poor housing 

quality, lack of clean and adequate water or sanitation and unemployment. These issues have 

been caused by the description of the urban poor as illegal and/or unregulated urban 

settlements, a contentious assertion nonetheless that needs to be corrected. The urban poor must 

be adequately accommodated in the towns for the future as urbanization is their only hope.  

To enable the increasing population to meet their development needs and employment 

opportunities, various aspects of infrastructure have to be developed, including roads, water 
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supply and energy, among others. Road transport is the main mode of transport in Kabarnet. 

The area is well linked to the region and its immediate hinterland by road transport. Regional 

connectivity to bigger regional towns like Nakuru and Eldoret is enhance through the C51 road 

that traverses through the centre of Kabarnet central business district and defines the major 

development in the town. The road connects Kabarnet town with other market centres within the 

planning area like kituro and Kasoiyo to the East. The tarmacked road forms the main street 

within the town where major developments are concentrated. To the hinterlands, other minor 

roads connects Kabarnet town to other major market centres within the county including Marigat, 

Eldama ravine, Kiboino and Kapchomuso. Some of these roads are in good conditions while 

others are in poor conditions. 

From the situational analysis, the various sectors reveal both potential and constraints which the 

plan ought to critically evaluate to accentuate the positives as and minimize and mitigate the 

negatives. The main issues that emerged from the situational analysis are outlined below, inter 

alia; Poor state of physical infrastructure; increasing levels of poverty, mushrooming of informal 

settlements in urban areas, unsustainable use and subdivision of land, encroachment of public 

utilities, deteriorating quality of the environment and increase in security and levels of 

decadence. 

A number of development initiatives have been put in place by the national and county 

governments with support from development partners to alleviate these problems. The 

development cuts across all sectors of development. Development initiatives are handled through 

direct and indirect cooperation. As an example, while the National Government, through the 

Kenya Urban Roads Authority is building urban roads, the county government is also engaged 

in an initiative to improve and upgrade feeder roads while on the other hand, partners with the 

county government are engaged in environmental programs to enhance the status of the 

municipality.  

All initiatives across the range of county government ministries are being considered. The GIS 

based IUDP for Kabarnet Municipality is intended to help achieve the Kenya Vision 2030. The 

Vision 2030 is Kenya’s policy guideline for long term development. The Kenya Vision 2030 aims 

at transforming Kenya into a newly industrialized, middle income country providing a high 

quality of life to all its citizens in a clean, secure and sustainable environment. The IUDP is 

therefore expected to give force to the Vision through ensuring harmony between national, 

county and partners development initiatives. This is a requirement of section 103 of the County 

Government Act. 
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CHAPTER ONE: LOCATION AND SETTING. 

1.1 National Context 

Kabarnet is located North of equator within latitudes 0°25'0"N and 0°34'0"N and longitudes 

35°40'0"E and 35°49'0"E. The planning area is found at an altitude of 1815 meters (5957 

feet) along the slopes of Tugen Hills and at the edge of Kerio valley. 

It is to the North-West of Nairobi, the capital city of Kenya. The town is connected to the rest of 

the country and the world at large via international airports and national trunk-roads. The town 

is connected to trans-African highway A104 road by road C51 road at Eldoret and the 

Kabarnet-Eldama Ravine road.  

Eldoret international airport in Eldoret is 89 Km away and connects the area via air to other 

distant areas in the world. Jomo-Kenyatta international airport in Nairobi (JKIA) can also be 

accessed via road A104 .The context of Kabarnet is illustrated on Map 1 below. 

 

Map 1: The National context of Kabarnet 

Source: SoK, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 

In view of the above, Kabarnet is strategically located near major transport corridors to enhance 

its connectivity to other distant areas. This can help the town to grow through both multi-lateral 

and bilateral trades with other countries, through importation and exportation of goods and 
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services as illustrated on Figure 1 below. 

 

Figure 1: Kabarnet national exports 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

1.2 Regional context 

Kabarnet town is found in Baringo county at the northern part of Kenya in the larger Rift valley 

region of Kenya.  

The town is located about 138km north of Nakuru, a major trading centre and headquarters of 

former rift valley province. It is located 89 km east of Eldoret town, one of the larger cities in 

Kenya. Nakuru is the fourth largest city in Kenya while Eldoret follows closely at the fifth position. 

The former is the largest economy in the Kenyan mid-west.  

Both towns are characterised by vast agricultural practices, tourism prospects, manufacturing 

industries and educational facilities which support a wide range of population.  

Apart from these large complex economic drivers, the towns boast of small trade activities that 

offer goods and services to both the resident and non-resident population. 
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Kabarnet is connected to the rest of the country and other distant areas through a vast network 

of transport networks which include roads and air transport. Road transport comprises the major 

modes of transport within the boundaries of Kabarnet town. The main trunk road connects 

Kabarnet to Marigat and Nakuru to the east and Eldoret to the west. This road traverses through 

the central business district of Kabarnet town. The other main truck road connects Kabarnet to 

Eldama-Ravine to the south and Kabartonjo to the North. 

Apart from the regional benefits the town enjoys through the penetrative road network, 

Kabarnet is positioned to tap into the potentials of regional growth through tourism. Baringo 

County is blessed with vast prospects of tourist attraction sites including hotels, conservancies 

and lakes. These tourist sites are ideal for weekend and holiday get-away, endowed with 

indigenous wildlife and bird species. On one hand, a one hour and thirty minutes’ drive south-

east of Kabarnet town to Lake Bogoria, a visitor is enchanted by the geysers and hot springs 

and flamingos found at the lake. On the other hand, a one hour and fifteen minutes’ drive north-

east of the town, a tourist seeking a natural environmental beauty of the earth will marvel at 

the immense and intense scenic views created by the thirteen islands within Lake Baringo.  

Generally, the floor of rift valley, which is the immediate regional context of Kabarnet, offers 

strong sceneries of bird watching and the undulating terrain which comprise of escarpments and 

hills. Map 2 below shows the regional context of Kabarnet. 

Figure 2: Regional mutual benefits (L) and Egerton University in Kabarnet (R) 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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Map 2: Regional context of Kabarnet  

Source: SoK, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 

1.3 Local context 

Kabarnet is the headquarters of Baringo County serving both as an administrative and 

commercial centre. The planning area extends to a radius of 7 kilometres. This margin extends 

beyond the currently existing boundary of Kabarnet town capturing the rugged terrain of the 

immediate town’s context which comprise of river valleys and hills.  The area covers an 

approximate area of 107.6 square kilometres. 

Kabarnet is a densely vegetative urban area characterised of bushlands and forests.  Kinyo, 

Tarambas, Morop and Chebartigon forets form the main conserved forests within the precincts 

of the planning area. These forests form critical water catchment zones where many rivers 

originate from.  The area is served with high penetrative road network. The main road network 

traversing through the planning area is the Marigat-Eldoret road which mainly influences the 

linear growth of the town. Other feeder roads originating from this main arterial road creates 

instances of satellite towns and radial expansion of Kabarnet. Kirandich dam which flows o 

Kirandich dam, the main source of water in Kabarnet town, originates from Kinyo forest. 

Therefore, during the preparation of the IUDP for Kabarnet town, it is critical to ensure and 

enhance any efforts of environmental protection through conservation measures for a better and 

sustainable community. Map 3 below shows the local context of the planning area. 
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Map 3: The local context of Kabarnet  

Source: SoK, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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1.4 Relief and drainage 

In the Rift Valley region, the land formations are undulating due to the continuous volcanic 

activity and plate tectonic movements. The spatial structure of the planning area is strongly 

impacted by the geo-physical properties of site and context. The town has an altitude of about 

2600m, and lies on the slopes of Tugen hills. It is characterised of various main rivers (including 

Kirandich and Kiboino rivers) flowing at the periphery which have their sources at the highly 

vegetative and protected conservancies. Various seasonal streams that are tributaries of the 

main rivers help in draining the town hence reducing chances of floods during heavy downpour 

i.e. surface run-off within the planning area is easily drained by the natural drains. 

The drainage system of Kabarnet can be described as both accordant and dendritic. While the 

drainage system follows the structure and relief of the landscape of the planning area, the main 

rivers are comprised of various tributaries as illustrated in Error! Reference source not found. 

and Map 4. 

The drainage system greatly shapes the pattern of settlement within the planning area. As the 

riparian corridors form parts of the economically fragile areas, people tend to settle away from 

them. The rivers flow in deep valleys to low altitude areas, where lakes forms. Most of these 

areas are swampy and characterised of loose soil types which discourages developments.  

Due to the characteristic hilly terrain and fragile ecosystem of the area, developments are 

restricted to the otherwise gentle slope, however, with technological enhancements, development 

within Kabarnet can be re-modelled to accommodate the hilly terrain. This will help 

accommodate a modern town which is both economically sustainable and environmentally 

responsive.  

    

Figure 3: Developments along rivers and forested hills  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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Map 4: Relief and drainage within Kabarnet 

 Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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1.5 Climate 

Kabarnet is a town with a significant rainfall as it is located in the north Rift valley highlands. 

Even in the driest month there is normally significant amount of rainfall. The mean annual 

temperature of the planning area varies from 16°C   and 18°C. Temperatures are generally 

influenced by altitude whereby the very high peak areas display very cold conditions, while the 

lower altitude zones at the base of the mountain are relatively warmer. March is the hottest 

month of the year at an average of about 18 degrees Centigrade while July is the coldest with 

temperatures averaging at 16 degrees Centigrade. The planning area receives a bi-modal 

type of rainfall, with long rains between March and June, and short rains from September to 

November. The mean annual precipitation is 1237mm.  Precipitation is lowest in January with 

an average of 34mm while it is highest during April with average of 179mm. Between the driest 

and wettest months, the difference in precipitation is 145 mm. Throughout the year, temperatures 

vary by 2.0 °C. see Figure 4 below. 

 

Figure 4:The climate of Kabarnet 

Source: www.climatedata.org, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 

1.5.1 Climate on agriculture 

Kabarnet significantly experiences significant amount of rainfall even in the driest months.  

Agricultural practises within highland areas within the planning area have higher rainfall 

distribution than the lowlands. This in turn translates to higher agricultural yields at the highlands 

compared to the lowlands. During the driest months, agricultural production is adversely 

affected resulting to low yields. This can be attributed to low precipitation rates. 

Figure 5 below shows the agricultural prospects within the planning are. Most of the agricultural 

practices, which occupy more than 70%, are majorly for subsistence use. 
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Figure 5: Agricultural prospects within the planning area 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

 

1.5.2 Effects of climate on the built environment 

The movement of the overhead sun in Kabarnet is east-west as shown on Map 5. 

 

Map 5: Sun path at the site 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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To develop energy efficient buildings on the built environment, consideration on the intensity 

and patterns of the specific environmental dynamics of the planning area are very critical. 

Settlement’s orientation should be aligned to ensure maximum general light illumination to the 

inner town interiors and enough air purification.  

Buildings should be oriented such as to have their fenestrations on the North-south facades. 

In unavoidable circumstances where the openings must be on the east-west elevations, sun 

shading devices must be considered; the use of vegetation to prevent direct sun rays will be the 

most desired technique.  

Apart from shielding the inner town neighbourhoods from direct sun’s radiation which might result 

to effects of urban heat island, the vegetation will not only provide a cooling effect, but also 

increase the aesthetics of the town. See illustration on figures below. 

  

1.6 Geology and soils 

1.6.1 General characteristics 

The planning area is characterised of both highlands and lowlands. The town has soil types that 

are well drained and suitable for agricultural practices although the soils are highly susceptible 

to erosion especially on the hilly areas. The area is comprised of complex soil types with varying 

textures and drainage conditions that have developed alluvial deposits.  

Some areas are characterised of shallow stony soils with rock outcrops while others are 

characterised of loam soils with promising potential of agriculture in the case of irrigation 

practices. The nature and distribution of geological composition within Kabarnet is illustrated on 

Map 6 and Figure 7. 

  

Figure 6: Preferred building orientation within the built environment  
Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa 2017 
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Map 6: Geological distribution within Kabarnet  

Source: Mining office Kabarnet, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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1.6.2 Impact of geology and soils on the built environment 

The strength and stability of the built form is majorly anchored on the strength of the parent rock. 

To support dense urban blocks, the strength of the foundational soil must be able to hold 

superimposed weights from the urban development.  

Deep soils increase cost of construction, where builders must dig deep foundations to lay their 

buildings on strong reliable ground. Investigative trial holes showed that one of the major asset that 

Kabarnet enjoys is the existence of strong base which have shallow top soil comprised of exposed 

rocks for laying buildings. 

Figure 8 below shows impact of geology on building foundations. 

 
Figure 8: Geological impact on building foundations 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

  

Figure 7:  Rock outcrops (L) and loam (R) soils in Kabarnet  
Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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CHAPTER TWO: POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHY 

2.1 Administration and demography 

Administratively, the project area is within Baringo Central Sub-County in the larger Baringo County. 

The project area partly covers 3 wards, 11 locations and 23 sub locations. The delineated planning 

boundary, which either partially or fully cover specific administrative units, covers approximately 

107.6 km2 and a population of about 56,683 (KNBS, 2009) as illustrated on Table 1 below: 

Table 1: Administrative areas and population in Kabarnet 

Administrative 

Type 

Name Area covered 

(KM2) 

Area 

Percentage (%) 

Population 

Ward Kapropita 51.80 51.80 16,232 

Ewalel/ ChapChap 18.22 16.93 17,021 

Kabarnet 37.60 34.94 23,430 

Total 107.62 100 56,683 

Source: KNBS, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 

Kabarnet ward has the highest number of settlers compared to Kapropita and Ewalel/ ChapChap. 

This can be attributed to the high level of infrastructural development within Kabarnet ward. 

Population density is higher within the county’s headquarters which is located within Kabarnet ward. 

Despite Kapropita ward having the largest spatial area, the number of settlers is quite few. Longer 

distance from major economic agglomerations is one of the major factor that has greatly contributed 

to this scenario. At the periphery, people settle on large pieces of land unlike at the urban core 

where land subdivisions have been reduced to ¼ of an acre or less. This means more people settle 

on a piece of an acre at the urban centre unlike at the periphery. Map 7 and Table 2 shows the 

description of sub-locations and the areas within which they occupy at the planning area.  
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Map 7: Administrative boundaries in Kabarnet  

Source: SoK, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 



Situational Analysis Report                                                                      Page 28 of 113 

Table 2: Sub locations within the planning area 

Sub-Location  Ward Area (KM2) Area (%) in planning area 

Kapcheterit 

Kabarnet 

 

11.63 10.81 

Moloi 4.54 4.22 

Sirinoi 8.24 7.66 

Kiboino 1.09 1.01 

Seguton 10.42 9.68 

Kapyemit 0.08 0.07 

Kimoso 1.60 1.49 

Riwo 

Kapropita 

 

8.57 8.96 

Kaprongonya 5.60 5.30 

Sagasak 0.48 0.54 

Kurumbompsoo 0.45 0.51 

Kabasis 0.49 0.48 

Kapsoo/ Borowoni 12.73 12.82 

Kinyo 6.14 5.80 

Chebano 4.46 4.24 

Kewamoi 3.39 3.34 

Kapcherebet/ Turkwo 9.49 9.81 

Kaptorokwo/Kiptumbei 
Ewalel/ 

ChapChap 

 

2.08 1.93 

Morop 9.61 8.93 

Kituro 5.46 5.07 

Seretunin 1.02 0.95 

Kipkaech  0.01 0.01 

Chebunyul 0.04 0.04 

Total 107.62 100 

Source:KNBS, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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2.2 Composition and structure 

2.2.1 Population size and composition 

Despite the total number of the three ward populations being as highlighted previously, according 

to the Kenyan census of 2009, Kabarnet had a core-urban population of 17,645 of which 8218 

were female and 9427 male. For the preparation of the IUDP for the town, the urban population 

is the major determining factor in infrastructure and utility planning. However, the total population 

of the wards is very critical in that it provides the urban set-up with additional human capital from 

the town precincts. 

2.2.2 Population projections. 

In addition to the natural growth, the population of any settlement is highly dependent on the 

migratory population. Kabarnet has experienced a high inflow of tenants in last five years. 

Considering the existing population density, economical activities and employment opportunities, it 

is presumed that the settlement has future growth potential especially after the development works 

that have and will carried out by both the national and county governments, the population of the 

settlement might have a higher growth rate. Moreover, spatially the settlement has a potential to 

grow vertically.  

For the provision of infrastructure and housing up to the year of Kenya Vision 2030 the population 

projection has been done using an estimated constant annual inter-censual growth rate of 3.3 %. 

Since the population data for the settlement is not readily available for previous years hence, the 

population projection of Kabarnet is as illustrated on table 3 below; 

Table 3: Population projection 

YEAR MALE FEMALE TOTAL POPULATION 

2009 8,218 9,427 17,645 

2014 9,670 11,092 20,762 

2019 11,375 13,047 24,422 

2024 13,380 15,346 28,726 

2029 15,739 18,051 33,790 

Source: KNBS, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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CHAPTER THREE: LAND TENURE AND MANAGEMENT 

3.1 Tenure 

5.1.1 Introduction 

Land is major factor of production and interests on land goes beyond any settlement’s residents. 

Land ownership by the residents is through varied ways ranging from purchasing, government 

allocation or even inheritance. These land ownership rights are held either through African 

traditional tenures or derived through statutory tenures expressed through the national law and 

other acts of parliament including Government Land Act (cap 280), Registered Land Act (cap 300), 

Registration of Titles Act (cap 281), Trust Land Act (cap 288) of the Laws of Kenya. 

Kabarnet town is located on land that is charaterised of freehold, leasehold and community owned 

land. Public land available is occupied by public installations. Land subdivisions have been rampant 

with subsequent transfers of land leading to regular sales following “tenant at will” arrangements 

especially in areas that are in close proximity to the urban core. The subdivision schemes to plots 

not less than ¼ acres of land are evident and coordinated undergoing necessary approval from 

the county department of lands and physical planning. This is due to the ever-increasing demand 

for more space to house the increasing urban population of Kabarnet. 

Historically, residents lacked land ownership documents however, over the years there has been 

tremendous effort deployed by the county government of Baringo to change this situation. Large 

number of Residents now have documentation of proof of land ownership.  

Provision of land ownership documents to residents has resulted to notable changes in the form of 

built environment. Absolute ownership of land has made many residents result to living on permanent 

structures that they own themselves. Land owners can use their assets as collateral to secure loans 

from financial institutions. This has enabled them to be able to carry out necessary development 

improvements in their lives.  

Figure 9 shows percentages of land ownership based on land ownership documents in Kabarnet. 
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Figure 9: Land ownership in Kabarnet  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

 

5.1.2 Types of tenure systems in Kabarnet 

According to household survey conducted within the planning area, data show that land ownership 

within the planning area is categorized into community land, private and public land (government 

land).  

Land acquisition is though different means as illustrated on Figure 10 below. 
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5.1.3 The impact of land tenure on development. 

• Introduction. 

The impacts of tenure systems on development in Kabarnet can be discussed by considering access 

to land, land sub-division and development process.  

Whether land is held under customary tenure system or under the statutory tenures of freehold and 

leasehold, the impacts on development dynamics cut across entirely; both negative and positive.  

The planning area can be delineated into three segments as discussed below; 

• Urban settlement-this represents the core urban set-up which is characterised of varied 

land use categories where commercial use is the most dominant. Most of public installations 

are located within this centrally located zone for easy service delivery to all the settlers of 

Kabarnet. 

• Sub-urban settlement-the transition zone between the core urban set-up and the rural 

set-up. In this zone, residential land use is the most dominant however traces of other land 

use activities are available including light-commercial and public installations especially 

schools. 

• Rural Settlement-This represents the peripheral zone, away from the CBD. The common 

land use activity in this zone is agriculture. Few settlements available in this zone are rural 

developments where majority of settlers are farmers.  

Map 8 below show the spatial distribution of these diffreernt settlement zones within the planning 

area.
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Map 8: Distribution of settlement zones  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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3.1.1.1 Urban settlement 

• Land access 

Access to land at the Kabarnet urban core cut across various parties (individuals, organisations and 

government). Land ownership form a mix of the various tenure systems discussed previously however 

leasehold tenure system is dominant. Land access through leasing within the town can be any 

person’s undertaking with proper provision of the necessary land lease agreement documents and 

any other requirements. 

People lease land from the local county government of Baringo, individual land owners and 

organisations.  

This has resulted to variety of land use activities within the precincts of the core urban settlement as 

illustrated on Figure 11 below. 

 

Figure 11: Land access within the urban settlement  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

• Land sub-division 

Land subdivision schemes have been mainly carried out with the town centre especially on 

commercial plots and other mixed-use commercial-residential establishments. Most of these 

subdivided plots have been reduced to manageable sizes of not less than ¼ acre. Heavy 

infrastructural establishments within the core business centre has largely contributed to this 

phenomenon. Being the location for most of public land where public installations have been 

developed, large plots of lands are evident within the town centre as shown on Figure 12 below. 
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Figure 12: Land subdivision at the urban settlement 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

• Land development process 

Development of any plot of land within the central business district is subject to approval from the 
necessary local government departments.  

Land development plans (including subdivision schemes, master plans and building plans) must be 

verified by the county physical planners, Architects and Engineers to ascertain that they are carried 

out in relation to the set standards. Periodic checks are carried out during the process of project 

implementation for quality control purposes. Figure 13 show breakdown procedure of land 

development process and various departments carried out during the approval process. 

 

Figure 13: Land development process  
Source: BCG, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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3.1.1.2 Sub-urban settlement 

• Land access 

Access to land within the sub-urban zone is mostly limited to land title holders. Immigrants willing to 

settle on this transition zone between the CBD and the rural areas must either be tenants or land 

buying individuals. 

This zone is majorly characterised of modern medium and low density residential establishments, 

with few traces of high density typologies near the urban zone. Other land use activities that can 

be found in traceable margins are schools and other public establishments that support residential 

settlements like police posts. 

• Land sub-division 

The population of Kabarnet has continued to grow tremendously over the years necessitating the 

need for more housing facilities to house the town dwellers. Development of new residential areas 

have been characterised with construction of new housing estates and individual residential 

buildings. The estates are carried out on non-subdivided land plots on master-planned land while 

the individual residential buildings are developed on single plots which have been realised through 

extensive land subdivision schemes as shown on Figure 14. Improved development of transport 

corridors has been very critical on supporting these schemes due to improved access to structures. 

 

Figure 14: Land subdivisions at the sub-urbabs Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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• Land development process 

Just like on the urban set-up, land development with this zone is subject to approval from the 

necessary local government departments. Lack of an updated town plan within the town has 

however caused haphazard development of buildings without proper land use integration. This has 

caused encroachment on the available government land; especially road reserves and other public 

installations as illustarted on Figure 15. These malpractices have greatly hampered installation of 

necessary line infrastructure like electricity and water lines and other transport related facilities 

including walkways and roadside parking facilities. 

 

Figure 15: Developments at the sub-urbabs 

 Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

3.1.1.3 Rural settlement 

• Land access 

land in Kabarnet is either privately owned (by individuals) or publicly owned (by government or 

communities). Private Land ownership through legal documents constitute about 26 % of the total 

land as shown on Figure 9. Closeness of the rural settlement to the core urban area has led to small 

percentage of the privately owned land. This is also attributed to the presence of vast public land 

within the planning area.  

The community land form community conservancies like Morop and Tarambas forests and extensive 

agricultural fields which spun beyond the planning boundary. The community land is accessible 

equally by members of the community guided by set rules and principles. 

• Land sub-division 

Land subdivisions are present in these areas, however the plot sizes are bigger compared to the 

urban area. Where the urban land has been reduced to plots less than ¼ of an acre, the rural plots 
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are bigger than one acre forming ideal zones where intensive agricultural practises can be located 

including ranching. 

Few developments are evident, leaving large open lands which are heavily vegetated. This greatly 

impacts the environment positively through air purification and acting as water catchment areas.  

 

Figure 16: Rural settlement in Kabarnet  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

The characteristic presence of dense wetlands and other economically fragile areas (valleys and 

ridges) is a major contributing factor towards development hindrances on these areas. The level of 

infrastructural development is low due to the high cost of development sighted by the local 

government agents. 

• Land development process 

The establishment of devolvement government structures in Kenya anchored on the Constitution of 

2010 has promoted intensified development control measures even to the remote areas. Just like 

the rest of the Kabarnet spatial establishments within the urban and sub-urban settlements 

experience development control, so is the case with the rural setting. However, the level of control 

is low as mentioned by the county staff and planning department other stakeholders during 

stakeholder engagements. Some of the challenges cited within development control include:  

a) Hindrances experienced during access by the county enforcement officers. 

b) Ignorance by locals on the land approval procedures and 

c) lack of sensitization 

d) Corruption where developer’s by-pass systems and fail to acquire the right land development 

documents. 
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3.2 Land use patterns  

Land use involve the use of any land under consideration through management and modification 

tools/methods. The land maybe used for settlement, recreation, agriculture or any other use deemed 

suitable by the dwellers and occupants of the land. 

As discussed previously on the classification of Kabarnet town area into the three categories of land 

use management, various land use categories come into play creating an immense diversity in the 

settlement structure.  

The density of various land use categories within the planning area decreases as the distance from 

the urban core increases outwards, that is, areas that are located at the periphery have fewer land 

use categories than the areas at the central urban centre.Figure 17 below show the status of 

changing land use patterns across all the spheres of the planning area. 

 

Figure 17: Changing land use patterns from N-S and E-W  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

 

5.1.4 Current extends of the urban development  

The current extent of Kabarnet core urban settlement is located on the fairly gentle slope of Tugen 
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hills. The developed area is comprised of all the land use types of as stated in the physical planning 

handbook; Residential, Industrial, educational, recreational, Public purpose, Commercial, Public 

utility, Transport and Agriculture.   

The town is the administrative centre for Baringo County and is characterised of numerous public 

installations including the seat for the county government and other major national government 

functions. The core urban extend is also the main commercial centre for the county. It also serves as 

a major trade and commerce centre for the North rift valley region. 

At the periphery, other satellite market centres are found within the  spatial extend othe  planning 

area. Map 9 below shows the current urban extends of Kabarnet.
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Map 9: Current urban extends  

Source:SoK, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 



Situational Analysis Report                                                                      Page 42 of 113 

5.1.5 Existing Land use categories 

Kabarnet is a town that depicts variety in terms of development. Different land use categories 

within the planning area support this statement where majority are concentrated at the CBD. 

Previous planning efforts supported by the Kabarnet development plan of 1999 (as a revision) 

have greatly contributed to the growth of the town into different ordered land use categories 

however the plan has experienced several backlashes where people have deviated from it. The 

existing land use categories at the planning have been visualised and discussed below. See Table 

4 and Map 10. 

Table 4: Existing land use categories 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

Land-use category Features Area (ha) Area (%) 

residential High, medium, low & mixed-use 

densities. 

3510.64 32.57 

industrial Heavy and light industries. 11.14 0.10 

educational Primary, secondary, tertiary. 160.79 1.49 

recreational Forests, riparian corridors, 

stadiums. 

3760.74 34.89 

Public purpose Government offices, community 

facilities. 

68.51 0.64 

commercial Heavy and light commercials 

(hotels, shops). 

38.96 0.36 

Public utility  40.26 0.37 

transport Roads, bus-parks, airstrip. 126.01 1.17 

agriculture Urban and rural agriculture. 3063.34 28.41 

Total Land cover 10780.39 100 
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Source:SoK, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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3.2.1.1 Residential 

Residential development within the planning area occupy about 1/3 of the total land at 32.57%. 

Settlement distribution pattern is concentrated at the northern, central and south-eastern spheres of 

the planning area. This trend is attributable to the gentle slopes that allow for easy erection of 

buildings. 

Concentration of high infrastructural developments like roads along these corridors is also a major 

factor that has led to dense development of settlements. Infrastructure is a main pull factor towards 

urban development.  

The typical buildings vary as distance from the CBD changes. Closer to the urban core, residential 

developments are high density modern multi dwelling units. Developments fronting roads are show 

mixed use residential phenomenon. The building’s ground floors are used for commercial purposes 

while the remaining floors, which open to the backyards are used for residential purposes. 

As the distance from the central business district increases, the density of dwelling units decreases. 

Within the sub-urban settlement area, developments comprise of medium density and low dwelling 

units while at the rural areas, residential developments are comprised of low density dwelling units 

made of modern as well as traditional building materials like thatch. 

 

Figure 18: A traditional thatch house  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

3.2.1.2 Industrial 

Industrial land use within Kabarnet occupy small percentage due to low industrial establishments. 

The existing industries are near the urban centre, occupying land that had been planned for during 

previous planning endeavours. Heavy industrial developments are located on large land plots of 

land compared to the light industrial types. 
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Figure 19: Plot sizes on industrial establishments  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

Heavy industries within the planning area include Kenya industrial estates limited and national 

cereals and produce board while the light industries include few petrol service stations like Kenol 

and Kobil. 

 

Figure 20: National Cereals and Produce Board (Kabarnet) 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

3.2.1.3 Educational 

Compared to other land use categories within Kabarnet, the educational land use occupies an 

approximate value of 160.79 hectares, which is about 1.49 % of the total piece of land.  

Educational facilities are found at almost all the spheres of the planning area. Concentration of 

these facilities is near the core urban area attributed to high infrastructure and the high population 

levels.  

The type of educational developments differs according to the zone of reference. At the urban 

zone, types of educational facilities include primary, secondary and tertiary schools while at the 

sub-urban and rural settlements, the zones are majorly concentrated with primary and secondary 

schools. Early childhood development centres are either part of primary schools or have been set-
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up as independent educational centres.  

The size of land plots is different based on the kind of facility under consideration. Tertiary learning 

institutions, case of the Kenya Medical and Training College, generally are located on larger plots 

compared to primary and secondary schools.  

 

Figure 21: View of Riwo primary school  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

3.2.1.4 Recreational 

Nature forms the main structuring element within Kabarnet. Distribution of the vegetation cover 

spans across the entire floor of the planning area covering more than 1/3 of the total surface of 

land at 34.89% which is 3760.74 hectares. 

The main elements of nature as a factor of recreation comprises stadiums and playing fields, 

riparian corridors and heavy forested areas.  

 

Figure 22: Kabarnet stadium which is under construction 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

The forests are a mix of both indigenous and exotics types. The vegetation structures settlements in 

a linear manner, especially at the peripheries. At the heavy forested Tugen hills where Morop and 

Tarambas forests are located, settlements are located at the foot, becoming dense as the distance 

increases. Along the riparian corridors, settlements are located at far distant areas due to the 

fragility of the adjacent environment. Figure 23 below show how developemnts are structured by 

wetands and forests. 
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Figure 23: Structuring developments by wetlands and forests  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

3.2.1.5 Public purpose 

Public purpose land use involves public institutions like health facilities, religious centres, police 

stations and other administration centres. 

The central urban core of Kabarnet is concentrated with the public purpose land use unlike the 

periphery mainly due to the presence of all county government operations and supported by other 

national government offices for the Baringo County. 

The location of these public facilities is greatly influenced by existence of accessible transport 

corridors. They are situated in spatially central areas to serve a greater margin of population. 

With the public purpose land use investment covering an approximate area of about 68.51 

hectares out of the total area of 10780.39 hectares, the land use appears as small prints on the 

overall land use map of the planning area. This area forms about 0.64% of the total land. 

3.2.1.6 Commercial 

Commercial establishments form the main economic drivers within the boundaries of the urban 

establishment. The commercial land use establishments are located on strategic areas within within 

the planning area as vital towns (like Kabarnet) and market centres (like kituro and Kapchomuso). 

Despite Kabarnet being the main commercial hub for the county, the commercial land use isn’t well 

developed covering only 0.36 % of the total land cover. This can be attributed to the competitive 

nature of other major regional towns like Eldoret and Nakuru which are closely located. Traders 

and customers prefer to get their goods from the towns due to the wholesale nature of trade. 

Other competing commercial establishments within the county include Eldama ravine and Marigat. 
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Figure 24: Market centre in Kabarnet town  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

3.2.1.7 Public utility 

Public utilities include service delivery facilities like water points, sewer treatment centres, garbage 

collection areas and power production centres. The distribution of public utilities within Kabarnet as  

form 0.37 % of the total land use. This figure is low due to low investment within the sector. 

3.2.1.8 Transport 

Kabarnet urban area is highly concentrated with transport network connecting the urban centre with 

the hinterland. Transportation land use includes roads, airstrip and other transport support facilities 

like bus stops and parking areas. It Occupies about 126.01 hectares of land, which is about 1.17 

% of the total land cover. Despite the heavy transportation network, the quality and nature of the 

facilities need interventions. All weathered and dust roads are present at almost all spheres of the 

planning area, which makes the area impermeable especially during the rainy season due to the 

muddy nature of the roads. 

To increase permeability and urban porosity within the planning area, it is important to upgrade 

the roads to bitumen standards. Separation of traffic should also be centrally integrated clearly 

delineating vehicular carriageways, pedestrian paths and other non-motorised transport. 

3.2.1.9 Agriculture 

Urban agriculture is a major support land use activity for the sustainability of the town. The activity 

is found on almost all the spheres of the planning area on non-developed land plots and at the 

backyards of already developed areas, especially within residential establishments. 

Occupying almost 1/3 of the settlement with 28.41 %, agricultural prospects within Kabarnet can 

be boosted through technologically responsive methods. At the periphery, mechanised agricultural 

methods can be used to boost agricultural yields. The farms can be vital grounds for the creation 

of job opportunities to the locals.  
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5.1.6 Effects of topography on land use patterns 

Features of topography like rivers and ridges form the main structuring elements within Kabarnet. 

Located within the slopes of Tugen hills, the topography of Kabarnet is mainly hilly with undulating 

terrain. Rivers flow through the deep valleys within the extends of the planning area. This has 

greatly contributed to the distribution of settlements within the settlement.  

The location, density typologies and nature of developments depend on the topographical features 

structuring the settlements. The distribution density of developments decreases as the distance from 

flat terrain increases to the steep slopes. From the CBD of Kabarnet, which is located on fairly 

gently slope, the concentration of built-up areas decreases towards the urban fringes. 

Gentle slopes promote developments unlike steep slopes which are left undeveloped or with few 

developments. Trees are planted or allowed to grow along steep slopes to reduce instances of soil 

erosion.  

High density building typologies are located away from environmentally fragile areas; away from 

riparian corridors and other wetlands. With large vegetative buffer zones, the Low-density 

settlements are located near these areas to encourage high vegetation cover due to large space 

requirements where more than 50% of the total land is left as open spaces. Medium density 

settlements are found as transition zones between the high density and low-density developments. 

The location of main industrial establishment within Kabarnet is located near a water body (river 

kirumbompoo). The rest are small industrial establishments found within the planning area. The 

location of these industries near water bodies is also to capitalise on the drainage prospects the 

water features offers to the facilities. Industries drain treated effluents to river bodies which drain 

them to other water features like seas and oceans. Map 11 below show effects of topography on 

land use.
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Map 11: Effects of topography on land use 

 Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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5.1.7 Effects of Tenure system on land use patterns 

Effects of tenure system on land use distribution can be argued through evaluation the elements of 

land-subdivisions, conservation efforts, tenure security and the need for public installations. 

Customary land tenure systems continue to hold communal land together based on the prescribed 

norms of the community. Individual community members have right to the use of the land without 

violating common interest of other community members. Mostly, land held under this tenure system 

is left undeveloped and is used for agricultural purposes or gazetted for conservation. Within 

Kabarnet, notable community owned land is located within the eastern region of the settlement. This 

land is put under conservation which hosts the Morop and Tarambas forests. 

Freehold land gives absolute right of 

ownership to the land owners. The 

individuals are free to carry out 

developments as they wish. This 

promotes multi-faceted land use 

dynamism where land development 

criteria are guided by individual choices. 

Mostly, this kind of tenure system leads 

to uncoordinated development trends 

giving rise to neighbourhoods with 

conflicting land use activities. However, 

emerging trends have shown that some gated neighbourhoods have gone against this practice to 

ensure coordination and harmony within their areas of concern through creating development control 

mechanisms for the overall good of all land owners. 

Land owned under lease, especially government land is developed according to laid down 

development strategies usually through creation of a masterplan. Proposed land use schemes 

spanning this kind of land ensures coordinated urban development for the purpose of land use 

optimization. The need for public land is to ensure installation of essential service provision facilities 

like damping sites and water pans within the urban areas for sustainable development practices.  

Within the planning area, government land is found on areas where public installations are present. 

These facilities include market centres, government offices and other public service provision 

establishments. Development of land that is government is characterised of all land-use categories 

which transition from each other I coordinated scheme.  

Figure 25: Morop and tarambas community conservancies 

 Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

 



Situational Analysis Report                                                                      Page 52 of 113 

Development of the IUDP for Kabarnet will bring together all the tenure systems to ensure co-

ordinated urban development growth. The county government will enforce and ensure strict 

adherence of the laid down measures to achieve the vision and aspirations of the settlers of 

Kabarnet. 

3.2.1.10 Infrastructure 

Most infrastructure facilities play a vital role towards urban development through acting as a pull 

factor towards development. The major element in Kabarnet is the transport corridor, especially 

roads which open up the hinterlands thereby making them accessible and easily navigable for easy 

transportation of goods and services. The roads from part of the major structuring elements within 

the settlement where majority of developments follow them. Development of the present day urban 

centre of Kabarnet is majorly anchored on the Marigat-Eldoret highway. Land use activities close 

to the main truck road include commercial establishments and public installations. Commercial 

activities are the major elements that support economy, therefore the need to capitalise on their 

easy access through ensuring maximum capture of both resident and hinterland population. It is for 

this reason that rural market centres are located on major rural road junctions.  

Public land use activities offer services to the public. It is essential to ensure that the facilities are 

located on areas that are easily accessible to the public without much effort. 

Agricultural practises are found at the periphery; however good connectivity is essential to the 

farms to facilitate transportation of farm produce to the urban population. Other land use activities 

are located either within the urban core or within the transition zones between the CBD and the 

farms.  

3.2.1.11 Other land uses 

Land use activities complement each other. Well-articulated land use system ensures proper 

articulation of related land use activities to foster easy transition from one form of use to the other. 

Increase in population levels creates a need to settle the urban settlers with provision of essential 

facilities culminating residential units, places of work and centres of service delivery. 

To ensure efficiency within the urban environment, re-organisation of existing structure and 

introduction of new updated urban systems is paramount. This forms the basis for the preparation 

of Kabarnet integrated urban development plan envisioned to strategically locate different land 

use activities within the span of the urban area. Anchored on the Kenya’s vision 2030, the 

sustainable development goals, the Baringo county integrated development plan and other 
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development maxims, the IUDP will be a vital decision-making tool towards promoting sustainable 

growth of Kabarnet town.   

5.1.8 Land suitability 

Land suitability for urban settlement has been analysed in order to categorize suitability scales for 

general urban uses. These urban uses include residential, commercial, industrial, recreation and 

conservation. The main factor used here is slope but other factors influencing suitability are existing 

usage, ridges, valleys and wetlands. Suitability scales are as shown in Table 5 below: 

Table 5: Scale of land suitability 

Percentate Slope Suitability 

Below 10 % Most Suitable 

10 - 15 % Moderately Suitable 

15 - 25 % Least Suitable 

Over 25 % Not Suitable 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 

The most suitable land (0-10% slope gradient) for urban development is able to support heavy 

density developments. The areas are ideal for development of heavy commercial as well as high 

residential establishments. 

The slope gradients ranging from 10-15, can be used for urban developments, however the density 

of structures should be low. These areas are ideal for supporting medium and low density residential 

establishments. 

Areas with slope of 15-25 are least appropriate for developments. From 15-25, the slope can 

support light agricultural practices. Above 25%, the areas should be left undeveloped; mostly as 

conserved forests. Developing within these areas is not safe; bearing rock is not stable and can 

lead to landslides. Based on analysis of the existing spatial structure of the planning area, land 

suitability is as illustrated on the map below. 
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Map 12: Land suitability based on slope percentage 
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3.3 Cadastral maps  

Documented cadastral maps from the survey of Kenya show that majority of properties ( covering 

an area of 61.4 km2 which is 57.1 % of the total land) within Kabarnet are surveyed, with exception 

of few cases at the western and northern extents of the planning area as shown on Map 13.  

5.1.9 Status of the changing land use patterns in relation to cadastral data 

With the outright privileges gained by individuals through land ownership clearly shown by the 

cadastral data, there are various effects experienced due to this practice in relation to land use 

patterns.  

Cadastral information empowers individuals owning land to access loans to carry out developments 

within their pieces of land. This has resulted to reduction on the size of agricultural land as people 

have resulted to engaging in other higher income generating activities. Non-surveyed land has 

however remained undeveloped over time, mainly characterized of agricultural practices. 

Residential and commercial developments have continued to consume the rich agricultural 

hinterlands. Developers have started to capitalise on rental residential houses and commercial 

buildings as the town keep on growing outwards. 

5.1.10 Institutional Framework  

There is need for improvement of resources for better land management. Staffing levels is good as 

there are town planners, surveyors and cartographers. Nonetheless there is no Land Information 

Systems (LIS) laboratory to improve service provision and offer the personnel tools to proper 

document and enforce land managent in Kabarnet town. An LIS is a computer based powerful set of 

tools used for the capture, store, analysis, management and display of spatial data from the real world 

for a particular set of purposes. It also involves a decision support system for the integration of spatially 

referenced data in a problem-solving environment.  
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Map 13: Cadastral boundaries distribution  

Source: SoK, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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5.1.11 Cadastral in relation to existing land uses 

Distribution and the nature of cadastral boundaries in Kabarnet has greatly influenced the nature 

and distribution of various land use activities over the past. Historical records show that Kabarnet 

was the seat of local government in Baringo district during the colonial period in Kenya (under 

British colony) since 1907 and became a municipality in 1984. Land within the first growing area 

of the town was primarily dedicated for the government functions, which shaped the presence of 

high number of public institutions within the core CBD. 

Due to the establishment of the offices, the situation necessitated formation of commercial functions 

to support the working population within the government institutions. It also led to the establishment 

of road network to connect the new administrative centre to other regional administration centres. 

Within the immediate town context, residential premises were developed to house the prestigious 

government workers. Case example was the location of the dwelling place for the then District 

commissioner. The housing facility was less than one Kilometre from the town centre. Currently, the 

premises are gazetted due to the great historical significance associated with them. They fall under 

the national museums of Kenya and houses the Kabarnet museum. The casual labourers however 

resided from their native homes away from the town centre whose homes were characterised of 

rural settlements found within vast agricultural farmlands.  

As the population continued to grow over the years, the town continued to grow both vertically and 

horizontally. The horizontal growth meant encroachment on the agricultural farmlands in order to 

house the growing urban population.  

This is the reason why the core central business district is characterised of various land use activities, 

which mainly support the administrative function of the town. Residential land use majorly is within 

the immediate CBD context, embracing areas suitable for development and relying on the presence 

of vital infrastructure facilities. 

At the periphery, the main notable land use activity is agriculture. Rural settlements are located 

within the farmlands, which span beyond the boundaries of the planning area. 

Environmentally sensitive areas, which include riparian corridors, water catchment areas and ridges, 

are undeveloped. They are the best examples of recreational areas within the planning area.  

Water catchment areas like Morop and Tarambas forest are characterised of large vegetation 

cover of both exotic and indigenous trees. Map 14 below show effects of cadastral boundaries on 

land use distribution.
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Map 14: Influence of cadastral boundaries on land use  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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CHAPTER FOUR: ECONOMIC PROFILE 

4.1 Industry  

4.1.1 Introduction 

In Kabarnet, the industrial sector is not fully developed with only light industrial activities available. 

The characteristic scarcity of high density industrial establishments within the town has led to limited 

employment opportunities which has forced residents to move to other towns like Nakuru and Eldoret 

in search of employment opportunities. Bee farming is largely practiced within the region (BCG, 

2014) and presents an untapped potential to set up value addition industries within the area. 

There are various commercial establishments within the town. They vary from restaurants, retail 

shops, hardware and financial services. All these serve both the town and the hinterlands. Supplies 

are sourced from Nakuru and Eldoret making the facilities unreliable. The cost of goods is also 

relatively high because of the transportation costs involved. 

4.1.2 Service industry 

4.1.2.1 Banking 

There are several banks in Kabarnet town including Kenya Commercial Bank among others. Some 

banks are represented by their agents in form of service shops through mobile banking. These 

include; Equity Agent representing Equity bank and Co-op Kwa jirani agents representing the Co-

operative bank of Kenya. 

There are also other mobile banking services offered by the mobile phone service providers. These 

include M-pesa services for sending and receiving money. This service is offered by Safaricom 

mobile company. Another is the Airtel money, offering the same services but offered by the Airtel 

mobile company. There is presence of Micro finance institutions which offer credit facilities to those 

interested, especially to women and the less privileged and at affordable interest rates. 

4.1.2.2 Telecommunication 

Kabarnet town is served by a post office which is receiving stiff competition from mobile phone 

services and internet services. The town is served by several mobile phone service providers which 

include; Safaricom, Airtel, Equitel and.  

There are also several cyber shops within the town centre where those interested in the net can 

access the services. Users must pay some fee to use these services depending on their usage. 
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Figure 26: Post office (foreground) and telecommunication mast(background) at Kabarnet 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

4.2 Trade and commerce 

Being the centre of commerce for Baringo county, Kabarnet has a formal market enclosure at the 

CBD however informal operations along the main arterial and feeder roads are evident. Away 

from the Kabarnet CBD on the extensions of the new planning boundary, small market centres are 

found at fringes which serve the immediate context of the urban core. A case example is Kituro, 

which is a small vibrant market centre to the south-eastern end of Kabarnet town where people 

perform business on small shops and along the main road traversing the settlement. 

Commercial activities take place within the market centres.  

With a range of market centres spread across the entire layout, commercial activities can be found 

on almost every corner of the planning area.  A range of services including retail shops, bookshops, 

hardware stores, hotels and restaurants can be found within these centres. Most of the activities are 

however located at the Kabarnet central business district. 

Traces of few retail shops are located within the residential areas; away from the core market 

establishmnets.  

Figure 27 below ilustartes different market establishments within the planning area. 
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4.3 Tourism 

The planning area presents a vast opportunity of tourism prospects through the undulating terrain 

and vast vegetative indigenous forests cutting across all corners of Kabarnet. The spectacular view 

of Tugen hills can and the hilly terrain of Kabarnet can be harnessed through locating recreational 

facilities (inclusive of open spaces, hotels and restaurants) to take advantage of wonders of nature. 

The indigenous forest within the planning area have been conserved, not only as a measure of 

environmental protection but also to enhance eco-tourism. 

Tourism prospects have also been boosted through the presence of Kabarnet monument and 

museum. Tourists get the opportunity to learn about the culture and history of Kabarnet as well as 

wildlife ecosystems of the planning area through the available wild animals and birds including 

crocodiles and snakes. 

Figure 27: Kabarnet main market(L) and Kasoiyo shopping centre (r)   

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

 

Figure 28: Kabarnet monument (L) and artefacts at the museum (r)  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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4.4 Agriculture 

Kabarnet is located on the slopes of Tugen hills with cool temperate conditions which support 

agricultural prospects. With tenure systems within the planning area being mainly freehold, this 

phenomenon has encouraged investment in permanent and long-term improvements of 

developments on farms. Residents engage mainly in small scale Agricultural practices on 

undeveloped land plots and at backyards of already developed establishments. Size of land for 

agricultural practices decrease proportionally with increase in distance from the urban core, that is, 

areas far away from the central business district generally have larger pieces of plots for 

agricultural practices compared to those within the urban centre. Agricultural practices mainly occur 

at the hinterland surrounding the town. This greatly contributes to the economy of Kabarnet as the 

town serves as a collection hub for the agricultural produce. However, Urban agriculture is also 

practised for subsistence use and surplus sold for other financial needs at the urban centre. 

According to socio-economic survey conducted by the consultant, the respondents listed Livestock 

farming, Cash crop farming, poultry, fish farming and bee keeping as the agricultural activities 

within Kabarnet. While cash crop and livestock farming form the major activities, the rest are found 

in negligible percentages but can be boosted through sensitization and improved technological 

aspects. Figure 29 below shows graph on percentage use of agricultural products within the 

planning area; either for commercial, subsistence or both commercial and subsistence. 

 

Figure 29: Preference use of agricultural products.  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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• Livestock and poultry Farming 

Livestock farming is mostly carried out at the hinterlands of the core Kabarnet urban settlement. It 

is a source of income as well as food. The main types of livestock kept are dairy, sheep and goats 

while poultry include chicken, ducks and turkeys. 

Due to lack of enough and modern mechanised equipment’s for the processing of livestock and 

poultry products, products such as meat, milk, hides and skins are limited. Majority of livestock and 

poultry are indigenous however there are traces of few exotic breeds. There is need to boost the 

livestock and poultry industry within Kabarnet as most of the practices are in small scale. Dairy 

farming, for instance, comprise of dairy cattle kept for subsistence production of milk. However, 

surplus milk is supplied to retailers within the town who operate small restaurants and hotels. 

• Crop cultivation 

Urban farming practices within Kabarnet town are majorly for subsistence but farmers sell their 

surplus produce although, a small number of farmers practice cash crop farming. This is because 

most people rely on rain fed agriculture and poverty poses a great challenge in the acquisition of 

modern farm inputs and machinery. The main crops grown in Kabarnet are categorised into the 

following: 

o Cash crops-which include Coffee and pyrethrum. 

o Assorted fruits-Comprising of Avocado, Bananas, mangoes. 

o Cereals-Include Maize, beans, millet, sorghum, green grams. 

o Vegetables-Comprising Kales, cabbages. 

o Tubers-including Cassava, sweet potatoes. 

The rich hinterland surrounding the town greatly contributes to the economy of the town. Favourable 

climatic conditions make the town a strategic site where economy can be boosted using appropriate 

agricultural practices. Promoting large scale farming methods can turn the town to be a regional 

hub in agricultural prosperity which in turn will boost the town’s economic stability. Factors which 

have contributed to the low output in crop production include: 

o Lack of mechanized agricultural practices-forms the basis for low yields in productivity.  
o Expensive farm inputs- These include the high expenses incurred in getting 

technologically appropriate machines. 
o Access to farm inputs and long distances- Lack of adequate and poorly done access 

roads to the farms provide challenges in accessing the farms either to deliver farm inputs 
or to obtain agricultural outputs. 
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o Poor marketing- Lack of proper marketing strategies for the locally produced materials 
creates a buffer which inhibits expansion of the existing ready market for the products. 

o Poor farm gate prices- Pricing of locally produced goods should be standardized in 
order to ensure protection of both the seller and consumer. 

o Poor storage facilities- Construction of modern storage facilities for the specialized 
handling of locally produced goods should be emphasized. 

o Lack of value addition- there is very little on-farm or off-farm processing of produce 
into semi-processed or processed commodities thus reducing opportunity for more 
income generation. 

o Water Shortage-Due to overreliance on unpredictable rainfall. 
o Poor soil composition-To support exotic and hybrid crops which have higher yields.  
o Lack of cooperative societies to facilitate farmers 

Agricultural products are stored in granaries, go-downs and in the houses awaiting consumption or 

transportation to market centres or factories for processing. Figure 31 below shows the market 

channels employed by farmers to sell their products. 

 
Figure 31: Market channels for distribution of agricultural produce.  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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Figure 30: Agricultural practices in Kabarnet  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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CHAPTER FIVE: SETTLEMENT STRUCTURE 

5.2 Settlement pattern. 

Settlements within Kabarnet are either formal (planned) or informal (unplanned). With continued 

subdivision within the precincts of Kabarnet municipality, developments seem to follow some 

predefined paths, however standardization is a factor that is still to be emphasised.  

At the periphery, people have continued to carry out developments in amorphous manner bringing 

disorder and disharmony within the built environment. This unordered development state is also 

evident through the established informal settlement (slums) within the urban centre; a phenomenon 

characterised with the urban poor. 

Figure 32 below show “Kisumu ndogo” informal settlement within kabarnet town. 

 

Figure 32: “Kisumu ndogo” informal settlement  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

The settlement structure has greatly been influenced by the natural features and infrastructural 

developments. Linear features like roads, rivers and valleys produce linear structuring effects to 

settlement patterns while non-linear features bring about non-linear settlement structures. For 

instance, settlements near hills tend to be circular at the foot of the natural feature realigning 

themselves with the feature’s spatial orientation. 

Map 15 and Map 16 show settlement pattern and the factors affecting settlement growth in 

Kabarnet.
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Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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Map 16: Factors affecting growth  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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5.3 Factors that affect settlement structure 

5.3.1 Transport Corridor 

Major transport corridors have attracted dense linear settlements along them. This is attributed to 

the infrastructure that comes along with roads such as electricity. Developments along the roads are 

mainly commercial establishments which take advantage of the transport corridors to facilitate 

movement and transportation of goods and services. Dense transport network promotes denser 

development with varied land use categories. Quality transport corridors enhance quality urban 

developments. At the periphery, where the quality and quantity of network is low compared to the 

urban core, margin of developments reduces significantly, as is the quality of the urban form.  

Distribution of land use categories at the periphery is limited to few (especially residential, 

education, commercial and few pockets of public purposes and utilities) compared to the urban 

core, which is characterised with almost all types of land use classifications. Land subdivision schemes 

are highly noticeable on areas that are close to road network. 

For instance, Kabarnet town is located along the Marigat-Eldoret road which is a major transport 

corridor. The road connects minor and upcoming urban centres at the interiors of Baringo county 

with other commercial hubs and the county headquarters. The quality, density and land use 

composition of the urban environment at Kabarnet CBD is high compared to the surrounding market 

centres like Kituro and Kapchomuso. Land subdivisions are highly experienced at the Kabarnet 

urban core compared to the peripherical context. The schemes at the CBD are reduced to plots of 

less than 50*100, which are ideal for carrying out commercial developments. At the urban fringes, 

agriculture is the main land use activity being practised. The activity is carried out on larger plots 

of land. Here, the level of road network penetration is low compared to the town centre.  

Figure 33: Influence of transport corridors on settlement  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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5.3.2 Topography and Drainage 

Topographical features such as hills, rivers, swamps, valleys and ridges greatly shape settlement 

dynamics for any development area. Apart from shaping the settlement pattern of an area, these 

features also influence density of developments. The topography of Kabarnet is highly concentrated 

with fragile environmental areas culminating steep ridges, riparian corridors and other wetlands. 

Developments occur at the periphery of these fragile areas. 

These ecologically fragile wetlands tend to discourage settlements around them as shown on Figure 

34 below. They are not suitable for human habitation and thus they are left for recreation through 

conservation efforts and for agriculture. Developments carried out in close proximity to these areas 

are of low density. Soil types are weak without the capability to support heavy high-density 

developments due to lack of strong parent rock for strong building foundations. 

 

Figure 34: Effects of topography on settlements  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

Despite the planning area being highly hilly where settlements have been limited to the fairly gentle 

slopes, Sustainable built environment urban design concepts and development strategies can be 

employed to overcome these challenges of inhabitation. The availability of parent rock close to the 

surface is an asset to the people of Kabarnet. While the ground provides a strong base with high 

carrying capacity for high density developments, the rock outcrops evident can be quarried and 

used as building stones. This phenomenon of compact neighbourhoods with good foundational base 

can be harnessed to development an environmentally responsive compact city that is characterised 

of an immense beauty of site of context; lush vegetative bushlands at the fragile areas for 

recreation and scenic beauty. 
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5.4 Settlement Fabric 

The settlement fabric within the planning area is diverse. The diversity in the fabric can be attributed 

to various land use dynamics including tenure, land use zoning and infrastructure facilities. At the 

town centre, the fabric structure is honeycomb in shape where the land is subdivided into regular 

plots used for various activities. At the urban fringe, fabric structure appears in the same honeycomb 

manner caused by homesteads which have rectangular or square fencing being close to each other. 

These plots are made in polygons mainly rectangles and squares. When put together, these 

polygons look like a honeycomb.  

Settlement fabric appear in strips mainly along roads where the land is subdivided headed towards 

them for better access. Also found near geographical features where the land is divided away 

from them, case of rivers and hills. 

5.4.1 Strips 

The strip kind of development occurring within the planning is a factor of the nature of terrain. 

Developments like roads for instance, are found on the fairly gentle valley slopes of the Tugen hills. 

The highly hilly terrain of Kabarnet is major hindrance to developments; a phenomenon which has 

forced developers and residents to concentrate their developments along the already established 

road networks. Kabarnet town is a linear town which is mainly anchored along the C51 road 

(Marigat-Kabarnet-Eldoret road). Other linear developments are concentrated along arterial 

roads emanating from the C51 road.  These Linear developments following transportation corridors 

can be attributed to the high traffic the infrastructural developments attract. The good condition of 

the roads greatly favours settlements along them. Figure 35 show linear development along roads 

and rivers. 

Figure 35: Strip developments along roads and rivers  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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5.4.2 Nodes 

Kabarnet has nodal centres that have developed around junctions as shown on Figure 36. At the 

town centre, nodal developments are more pronounced compared to the urban fringes. Settlements 

that have development along nodes within the urban core are denser compared to settlements 

away from the CBD. This is attributable to poorly developed transport corridors at the periphery. 

Kabarnet town, where there is high concentration of well-articulated road network, forms the major 

nodal settlement within the planning area. These nodes are as a result of minor roads branching 

from the C51 road (main road) to connect Kabarnet town with other market centres within it’s close 

proximity and other distant areas. These other minor market centres form satellite nodal 

developments which can give rise to a Kabarnet metropolitan area. 

5.4.3 Sprawl 

Sprawling in Kabarnet has been restricted by the surrounding natural features i.e. Valleys and the 

expansive vegetation cover spanning across the area. These natural features influence the 

distribution, density and typology of the settlements. Despite the restrictive nature of these natural 

features to sprawled development, urban sprawl in Kabarnet can still be evident. 

The urbanization trend within the town show that urban Sprawl in town is evident as the town grows 

laterally on either side of the spine (Marigat-Kabarnet-Eldoret) road. Developments in Kabarnet 

tend to be single story with few multi story buildings (only available at the core urban centre).  

The urban sprawl is attributable to developments that are mainly composed of low-rise buildings. 

This encourages lateral expansion of the town which is uneconomical. Sprawl also encroaches onto 

the rich fertile agricultural land. There is need to curb this encroachment to agricultural land by 

Figure 36: Nodal developments at road junctions  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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encouraging vertical development. 

5.5 Settlement Tissue 

Settlement tissue includes the relationship between the urban built environment (Volumes) and the 

open spaces (Voids).  The nature and character of settlement tissue within Kabarnet is dynamic, 

changing from different spheres of the planning area to the other due to the development trends 

experienced.  

The spatial distribution the built tissue within the planning area is illustarted on Map 17 and Figure 

37 below. 

 

Map 17: Settlement tissue within the planning area  

source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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5.5.1 Voids 

Kabarnet has a complex structure in relation to the ratio of volumes to voids. At the urban core, 

volumes supersede the voids. The density of buildings is relatively high thereby reducing space 

occupied by voids.  

At the urban fringes, voids supersede the volumes. This is attributable to large parcels of land for 

farming purposes hence the development at the urban fringes is scattered. 

The voids are composed of riparian reserves, agricultural land, undeveloped land parcels, school 

playgrounds, roads and vegetative land as shown on Figure 38 below.  

5.5.2 Volumes 

Urban volumes consist of buildings that have been developed within the planning area. 

Concentration of developments is high at the core central business district and decreases towards 

Figure 37: Settlements within urban core (L) and at the periphery (r)  
Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

Figure 38: Voids within the area. Stadium (L) and Undeveloped land (r)  

source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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the fringes. Most of developments within the town consist of commercial and residential buildings. 

Commercial buildings are populated at the CBD unlike the residential types which are majorly 

located outside the core town centre however, traces of the both typologies can be found either at 

the urban core or at the immediate town context. 

The dominant dwelling typology in Kabarnet town is the modern building, mainly square or 

rectangular shaped, constructed of materials such as iron sheets for roofing and bricks for walls. 

Despite this phenomenon, there are few traces of traditional mud and timber houses especially at 

the periphery. The configurations are as on Figure 39 illustrated below.  

5.6 Interfaces and Thresholds 

5.6.1 Urban-Nature Interface 

Kabarnet is naturist surrounded by vast land of woodlands and grasslands. The transition zone 

between development zone and nature zone represent the end of the urban area and the start of 

heavily vegetative zones as shown on Figure 40. 

Figure 39: Typical volume configurations within the site 

Figure 40: Urban-Nature interfaces  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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5.6.2 Urban-Rural Interface 

Although Kabarnet has urban characteristics it remains to be a rural town due to its setting where 

the town is being surrounded by heavy vegetation and rural settlements located at the periphery. 

Urban areas are clearly separated from the rural areas by ‘clear cut lines’ brought about mainly 

by topography. The core Kabarnet urban area and other market centres are found on the gentle 

slopes which can support dense developments. At the periphery, the rural set-up exists separated 

from the urban centres by valleys and ridges. The urban-rural interfaces are linked by road 

networks which are found at the intersection ridges and valleys. In order to improve service delivery 

and functionable inter-linkages between the rural and urban areas, challenges of the Kabarnet site 

and context should be overcome through techno-sustainable approaches to development like use 

of cable cars and constructing bridges.  

5.6.3 Land-use Interfaces 

Land uses in Kabarnet are closely related to each other. Transition from one land use to another is 

free flowing and is usually determined by availability and relation of spaces. Commercial areas 

connect to residential areas from the back while institutions and public facilities are well integrated 

into the residential areas. In some instances, however interfaces are composed of pockets of little 

spaces. 

The preparation of the Kabarnet integrated development plan will ensure proper land use 

integration to achieve land optimization. This will ensure balance between economic development, 

environmental protection and the efficient use of the available land. 

5.7 Housing 

Housing in Kabarnet is majorly by individual effort. Most residents of the town own the houses in 

which they live in. Other individuals have built houses and put them up for rent. There exist housing 

schemes done by government or other bodies for their employees. 

According to socio-economic survey conducted by the consultant, the count of house ownership shows 

that Majority of houses are privately owned. While 80.50% of the population live in their own 

residential establishments, 17.91% are housed through rental arrangements from private 

developers. The remaining less than 2% live in government and other institutional housing schemes. 

See Figure 41 on house ownership. 
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Figure 41: House ownership in Kabarnet  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

Housing schemes within the planning area include Kirandich water and sanitation company located 

along the Kabarnet-police road and the government housing scheme located to the western end of 

the town near the Kenya school of government.  

These schemes offer affordable housing services to their workers. Their nature and conditions is as 

illustrated on Figure 42 below. 

The amount of rent payable by residents dwelling in rental houses is as tabulated on Figure 43 

below: 

1.13% 0.45%

80.50%

17.91%

0.00%

20.00%

40.00%

60.00%

80.00%

100.00%

Government institutional Own rental

Housing Ownership

Figure 42: Kirandich water housing (L) and government housing scheme (r)  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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Figure 43: Average house rent categories  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

5.7.1 Typologies 

The prevalent house type is the modern type of housing. The houses are constructed with walls made 

of building stones and plastered with cement. The roofs made of corrugated iron sheets and some 

made of clay tiles. Most of the doors and windows are wooden or glass with metallic frames. 

The housing typologies are of varied types ranging from detached, semi-detached, bungalows, 

maisonettes to multi-storey apartments. See Figure 44 and Figure 45 for percentages and typical 

examples. 

 

Figure 44: Ratio of housing typology  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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5.7.2 Building materials 

Different materials are used for roofing, walling and flooring. Data collected from the residents 

show the following use of materials; 

  

 

Figure 46: Different use of building materials  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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Figure 45: Storeyed buildings (L) and row developments (r)  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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5.8 Settlement linkages 

The linkages within Kabarnet create a spectrum through which supply of goods and services is 

carried out. The development of market centres and other trading areas around the core business 

district create a web of related activities which are interconnected to create a continuous flow of 

goods and services being traded.  

Being the the main urban area, Kabarnet act as pull factor where satellite market centres like Kituro 

and Kiboino develop as rings.  

Kabarnet town is widely linked to the rest of settlement and the hinterland through a large network 

of transport shown on Map 18 and communication infrastructure. The nature and type of linkage 

changes as the distance from the town centre changes. 

The direction of growth is mainly shaped by road linkages. Dense development trends are witnessed 

in areas which have high infrastructural investments which translates to high levels of efficient 

linkages. 

 

Map 18: Linkages within the planning area  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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5.8.1 Linkage through road transport 

Road transport form the main forms of linkages within the planning area. Main trunk roads connect 

the town with other main urban areas within Baringo county and beyond the county boundaries.  

The Marigat -Eldoret road is the major trunk road that traverses through the town centre and informs 

the major development within Kabarnet. The road connects Kabarnet town with other market centres 

within the planning area like kituro and Kasoiyo to the East as illustrated on Figure 47 below. 

 It is the source of the prominent linear developments within the planning area. 

 

Figure 47: Main path linkage 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

Main feeder roads are anchored on the major transport corridor, originating as most essential 

arterial connectors to the vibrant satellite towns at the periphery of the planning area. These roads 

have informed the horizontal expansion of Kabarnet urban area both radially and laterally. Most 

developments are highly concentrated along these access paths in linear manner, sprawling 

outwards as the density reduces. See Figure 48 below. 
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Figure 48: Feeder path linkage sketch  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

Away from the urban area and market centres, the neighbourhoods (estates and villages) are 

connected by other smaller circulation paths that are well integrated from one neighbourhood to 

the other as shown on Figure 49.  

The paths are mostly dust roads, established by travellers based on user experience considering 

shortest distance of travel and safety. 

 

Figure 49: Circulation path linkage sketch  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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5.8.2 Linkage through air transport 

Air transport connect the town to other distant areas within the county or the country and the world 

at large. It is an essential means of transport during the transportation of perishable goods and 

services to distant places.  

Regional airstrips and airports form air transport linkages within which Kabarnet is connected. 

Eldoret international airport from the major regional air transport facility within the North-rift 

region. 

Kabarnet is served by the Kabarnet airstrip to the northern end of the planning area. Despite 

having a tarmacked runway, the condition of the airstrip facilities should be renovated including 

installation of windsocks and rehabilitation of the control room in order to promote its full 

functionality. 

5.8.3 Linkage through communication 

Through information communication technology, the world has been reduced to a small village. 

Modern technological communication dynamics ensure easy communication between individuals at 

different spheres within the globe through the use of internet and telecommunication facilities. 

One of the mandate of the county department of IT is to foster efficient information technology 

within the planning and the county at large. Penetrative efficient telecommunication prospects 

ensure continuous linkage between the residents of Kabarnet with other citizens within the global 

arena. Use of email, mobile phones and social media platforms have continuously ensured 

interconnectivity between the world and the Kabarnet urban population.  

Within the local context, internet and mobile network service providers include safaricom, airtel, 

orange and telecom companies. These companies have developed infrastructure facilities to support 

the ICT sector through strategic installation of telecommunication masts. Despite the efforts to 

increase internet and mobile network connectivity within the planning area, some areas still remain 

poorly connected. Most of the coverage is evident within the core urban area and market centres 

while connectivity is low within the urban fringes and rural areas. 
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CHAPTER SIX: PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE. 

6.1 Water 

6.1.1 Sources of Water in Kabarnet Town 

Sources of water in Kabarnet include dams, streams, wells, springs and boreholes. The water is 

available from the pipes or at the water point sources. Most of the urban population rely on piped 

water compared to other sources of water.  

The average distance covered to the nearest water points increases as the distance from the urban 

core increases. At the periphery, people travel longer distances to reach clean water points. 

Rivers constitute the highest source of clean water for domestic use. The number of residents 

travelling more one kilometer to clean water point constitute 27.33%. This is illustrated on Figure 

50 below. 

  

Figure 50: Source of water and distance of travel from water points 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

Efforts should be made to reduce these distances of travelling by creating more water points either 

through intensifying water supply network or sinking more boreholes.  

Uncovered water pipes are evidently visible at all corners of the town. However, due to the 

unpredictability of weather patterns and shortcomings of the supply systems, the town usually faces 

challenges of water shortages. Initiatives, mostly by the county government of Baringo, should be 
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put in place to ensure reduction of these water supply challenges. According to the bill on human 

rights, water is listed as a one of elements and requirements for all human beings. Policy makers 

within Kabarnet should ensure that measures are put in place to ensure availability and accessibility 

of clean water to all the residents. 

6.1.2 Water demand 

The demand for water within Kabarnet town is 100,000 m3 per month, against supply of 83,000 

m3  giving a shortage of 17,000m3 (KWSC, 2017). 

This, maybe attributed to supply challenges faced by the suppliers such as irregular supply from 

the point source due to harsh weather conditions during dry season, the steep slopes within the town 

or the breakdown of equipment such as pipes and pumping machines. 

Water shortage within Kabarnet can be curbed by tapping the potential of other water sources 

including waterfalls and rivers by drilling boreholes or laying out additional pipes to supply the 

water. 

6.1.3 Water Supply & Reticulation 

Water supplies in Kabarnet are managed by the Rift valley water services board and the 

community.  

Most of the urban population here rely on water from Kirandich dam, which is a manmade dam at 

the flow of Kirandich river. To supplement water supplied by the board, residents have constructed 

private boreholes and shallow wells to scrub instances of water shortages within the area. 

Kirandich water and sewerage company which operates under the rift valley water services board, 

is mandated with the duty to manage water supply and aspects of sewerage within Kabarnet town. 

Figure 51: Kirandich dam (L) and water supply pipes (r)  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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Due to the shortages in water supply within the town, plans are underway to expand the water 

supply pipes under “phase two” of Kirandich dam.  

According to the Baringo county integrated development plan, the county government shall 

promote, support and encourage implementation of projects geared towards expanding water 

supply coverage to the residents of Kabarnet through own or partnership initiatives.  

The county government shall mobilize resources both internally and externally to finance such 

initiatives. 
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Map 19: Water reticulation system 

Source: KWSC,  GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 

 



Situational Analysis Report                                                                      Page 87 of 113 

6.1.4 Water shortfall/gap analysis 

Out of the demanded 100,000 cubic metres of water in a month, only about 83,000 cubic meters 

is currently being supplied causing a deficit of about 17,000 cubic meters. The number of 

connections are 1,307.  

The supplied quantity of water amounts to 83 % of the total amount demanded while the deficit is 

at 17%. Which means that 9,637 people are not supplied with clean water. The situation calls for 

additional investment in water supply to cover the demand gap within the town. 

Table 6: Water supply gap analysis 

Total population Connected (%) Deficit (%) Connected (Nos.) Deficit (Nos.) 

56,687 83 17 47,050 9,637 

Source: KWSC, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 

6.2 Road networks  

Past planning efforts at the planning area has ensured properly designated circulation network 

however not adequate as the spatial extend of the plans had been limited to the urban core. With 

the rapid urbanization trend, Kabarnet has continued to expand spatially. This growth has been 

characterized with unplanned circulation paths creating poor accessibility within these new-found 

town precincts.  

Road transport is the main type of transport in Kabarnet. The area is well linked to the region and 

its immediate hinterland by road transport. Regional connectivity to bigger regional towns like 

Nakuru and Eldoret is enhance through the C51 road that traverses through the centre of Kabarnet 

central business district. The tarmacked road forms the main street within the town where major 

developments are concentrated. To the hinterlands, other minor roads connects Kabarnet town to 

other major market centres within the county including Marigat, Eldama ravine, Kiboino and 

Kapchomuso. Some of these roads are in good conditions while others are in poor conditions and in 

need of refurbishment. Other roads linking Kabarnet to the periphery are unclassified and need 

upgrade to bitumen standard. This can be attributed to the unplanned state of the hinterlands which 

give rise to organic growth patterns. Instances of poor accessibility within the settlements are 

experienced where pathways are inadequate in width. Most of them are dirt roads with no storm 

water drainage thus become muddy and water logged during rainy season.  

One of the main challenges affecting road transport is the encroachment into road reserves by the 
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dwellers to such an extent that some of the roads have dead ends and there are missing links in the 

circulation network, thereby making access to some areas of the settlement limited. Some of the 

roads have no standard widths that gives challenge for easy and smooth movement of vehicles and 

other modes of transport. The main modes of transport include vehicles, motorcycles and bicycles 

although they face challenges due to little or non-provision of operational facilities such as parking 

areas, cycle paths and racks. Other challenges that affect road transport in Kabarnet include: 

• Blocked drainage facilities on the roadsides. 

• Traffic congestion. 

• Lack of pedestrian lanes. 

• Lack of service lanes. 

• Poor installations and Lack of road signs. 

• Limited space of the bus stage. 

To solve these challenges, some mitigation measures include: 

• Construction/Upgrade of dilapidated roads including: 

• Police line-Riwo-Kiptilit road, Kapkut-mumol-kiboi-Kasoiyo road, KPT high school-Benin-

Kiboi road, Sach 4-Kaptimbor road, Kator-Seguton-Airstrip road, Kator-Kapchemon-

Kapchemuso road, Kirandich-Kituro road, Kinyo-Kapsoo-Kapkut road, Kiboino-Kiplabal 

road and 

• Provision and improvement of the following transport support facilities: 

• Bus parks, Bus stops, Service lanes, Pedestrian lanes 

    

 

Figure 52: Roads within Kabarnet  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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The following percentages show preference to different modes of transport and conditions of roads 

in Kabarnet; 

  

Figure 53: Preference to different modes of transport to school (L) and work (r)  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

 

 

Figure 54: State of road infrastructure  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

6.3 Energy 

6.3.1 Sources of energy 

There are various energy sources within Kabarnet however electricity is the most prevalent. The 

different sources are use for lighting and cooking purposes. According to socio-economic survey, 

the following show preference use of various energy sources for lighting and cooking. 
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Figure 55: Sources of energy for lighting and cooking 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

6.3.2 Electricity 

Almost more than 80% of Kabarnet residents are connected to electric power. Kabarnet town is 

fairly lit with presence of street lights however concentrated along the streets of the urban core as 

shown on Figure 56 below.  

There are grey areas present which are a threat to security prospects of the planning area.  

Despite the town being connected to electricity, instances of continuous power shortages are 

experienced. Lack of alternative power sources means longer periods in darkness and disruptions 

in many operations that rely entirely on the power including pumping of water and industrial 

operations like welding. 
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Figure 56: Street lights (L) and power distribution lines (r) 

 Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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To curb the instances of power shortages, development plans are ongoing to expand the existing 

power supply within the planning area through introduction of new power line and construction of 

new power generation stations by the Kenya power and lightening company.  

Other strategies that can be employed to increase reliability on energy within Kabarnet include: 

• To prepare comprehensive energy solutions for electricity generation within the town. 

• To have efficient green energy solutions within the settlement. 

• To provide security and safety to all by installing solar energy flood lights and street 

lights. 

• To make community aware about deforestation and conservation of non-renewable, 

conventional energy resources. 

• Providing the community with other cooking energy options. 
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Map 20: Electric power supply system  

Source: KPLC, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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6.4 Sanitation 

6.4.1 Solid waste management 

There have been efforts to enhance solid waste management in Kabarnet. Presence of litter bins 

and waste collection point support this statement; however, the efforts have not been effective. Poor 

infrastructure and enforcement mechanisms have made residents to continuously dispose garbage 

anywhere within the town; especially in isolated areas and open spaces. Apart from the use of litter 

bins and the dumpsite, some residents still prefer to burn their waste while others use the services 

of private service providers or other unspecified ways. 

Future plans indicate that the county government is the in process of relocating the current dumpsite 

from the urban centre to Kiboino. This will help in facilitating waste re-use through separation and 

recycling. Strategies to be employed to enhance sustainable solid waste management schemes 

include: 

• Preparation and implementation of Citywide sanitation plan 

• Introduction of segregation of biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste at source  

• Provision of community bins at strategic locations 

• Improvement in waste transportation facilities 

• Provision of waste recycling incentive by the County 

• Community awareness programs for waste management  

• Awareness and training programs for community for introducing waste management by 

recycling and reuse. 

• Provision of incentives by the county for Community for segregation, recycling and reuse of 

waste 

• Identification and sanctioning of waste land fill site and sorting station 

• Waste should be collected for disposal to the waste collection trucks being managed by the 

County.  

Figure 57: Dumping within the CBD (L) and existing dump site (r) 

 Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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6.4.2 Sewerage Network 

Kabarnet town has no established sewerage network. The most commonly used methods of disposing 

liquid waste are septic tanks and pit latrines. The use of septic tanks is mostly associated with public 

institutions like hospitals and other large commercial establishments including hotels and large 

commercial establishments.  

The level of provision of toilet facilities is majorly at the households. Traces of communal facilities 

are present however at smaller margins; especially at the public installations.  

There is a smaller margin of population (at 2.93%) which lacks access of toilets. This is a major 

health concern. Interventions should be made through sensitization on the need to have sustainable 

methods of disposing human waste. 

Figure 58 below shows percentage level of provisions of toilet facilities within Kabarnet. 

 

Figure 58: Level of provision of toilets  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

Issues raised by residents during a past stakeholder meeting indicate that there is a lot of 

environmental pollution brought about by reckless discharge of both solid and liquid waste directed 

towards water bodies because some of the existing sanitation facilities within the town are of 

rudimentary levels. The waste cause clogging leading to stagnation of dirty effluents. This poses 

many hygiene challenges in and round the settlements. 
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Figure 59 show description of how different liquid wastes are disposed within the planning area. 

  

Figure 59: Domestic (L) and grey water (r) disposal methods 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

Under “phase two” development proposal of Kirandich water and sewerage company, plans are 

underway to development a town sewerage network with treatment works at Kewamoi “B”. Once 

complete, the sewerage network will help in: 

• Provision of sustainable sewerage network in Kabarnet. 

• Provision of localized sewage treatment option. 

• Introduction and provision of system for recycling and reuse of waste water. 

• Connecting all households to sewer network in a plan that is long term. 

Despite that there is no sewer system in Kabarnet, the county has made efforts to ensure construction 

of storm water drainage facilities. Most of these are located along the access paths and drain storm 

water away from the town centre to other water bodies. However, dumping of solid waste at these 

storm water drainage facilities by the residents has rendered them inefficient due to clogging. 
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As per the normative standards, drains should be constructed on both sides of roads, which are 

partially available in Kabarnet. Only few roads within the core urban area have storm water 

drainage as shown on Figure 60 above. There is need to create drainage facilities on all roads to 

ease instances of floods and clogging of roads. 

The town lacks sewer facilities however there are plans to construct a sewer system under the 

Kirandich phase 2 project. 

6.5 Education 

There are different categories of schools in Kabarnet town which include pre-primary, primary, 

secondary and tertiary institutions. These institutions are either formal or informal institutions. 

According to the Baringo CIDP, primary education enrolment has increased since the introduction of 

free primary education. General performance of schools has improved in national examinations 

over the years in spite of the challenges facing pupils. Notable challenges facing the education 

sector which leads to high school dropout levels include:  

• Inadequate facilities 

• Lack of space for expansion 

• Low staffing levels and students’ enrolment 

• Lack of sensitization on technical training institutions 

• Inadequate technical courses being offered at tertiary level 

• harsh climatic conditions especially during dry seasons 

• poor infrastructure 

• high illiteracy rates and 

• retrogressive cultural practices  

Figure 60: Use of septic tanks (L) and open drains (r)  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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Development of human capital through capacity building programmes is one avenue for creating 

resilient communities. Education is important in achieving this objective as it inculcates skills and 

competencies necessary for productive participation in economic activities. However, the county 

education sector is characterised by low enrolments, low retention and transition rates and low 

completion rates.  

Both the county and national governments have made tremendous efforts in reducing these 

challenges and upscaling the education prospects of Kabarnet. Continued resource mobilisation for 

consistent funding for education through bursary schemes, rehabilitating and construction of new 

education infrastructure like early childhood classes and improvement of staffing levels through 

training and deployment of additional teachers. 

• Teacher Student Ratio 

Information obtained from the county department of education and teacher’s service commission 

(TSC) show that the primary school enrolment in Baringo central is 5656 pupils where the number 

of boys is 2829 and 2827 girls. Secondary school enrolment is 9312 students. Staffing levels for 

primary schools is 335 teachers while in secondary schools the number of teachers is at 378. 

This indicates that the ratio of teachers to students is 1:17 for primary schools and 1:25 for 

secondary schools. Compared to the national teacher to student ratio of 1: 40, it means that 

Kabarnet has adequate staffing levels, however the main challenge experienced with staffing is 

that some schools are over staffed while others are under staffed. 

•   Equipment 

The level and condition of infrastructure within many education institutions is in bad condition and 

need attention. Despite the fact that the county government has been in the process of rehabilitating 

the infrastructure levels in schools although there is still a big gap that needs to be filed in order to 

standardize the system. Access paths to some of these schools are not accessible providing 

challenges in delivery of school equipment and materials. 

Most of the schools in the area are not well equipped and are characterized by dilapidated 

classrooms and poor desks. The teachers in the primary school complain of insufficient facilities to 

run these institutions as the population is greater than the capacity the schools can hold. Education 

is also free; this only means that they lack sufficient funds to upgrade the facilities in the school. 
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Map 21: Distribution of education facilities within the planning area  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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6.6 Health 

Kabarnet is served by a number of health facilities culminating hospitals, health centres, dispensaries 

and other minor health facilities. These facilities are either public facilities or privately owned. 

Despite being county headquarters, which hosts the county referral hospital, the county government 

has continued to offer support on the health sector with an aim of ensuring provision of quality 

healthcare to the residents. Notable strides including construction of new dispensaries especially at 

the periphery and provision of new equipment at the existing hospitals. However, despite the effort 

employed, Kabarnet health sector is characterised with the following identifiable challenges: 

• Inadequate facilities 

• Inadequate medical equipment i.e. x-rays, CT bed scan 

• Frequent shortage of drugs 

• Low staffing levels 

• Frequent personnel strike 

• Poor accessibility due to terrain and 

• Inadequate agricultural extension services 

Generally, Access to health facilities is poor with most of the population having to cover long 

distances to access health facilities. The following show percentage distances travelled by 

individuals to access health facility. 

The physical planning handbook, the area serviced by dispensary should not exceed 2km radius. 2 

km buffer zones show areas that have deficiency in the delivery of health services. 

According to the county CIDP report, the doctor-to-population ratio in Baringo central ward is 1: 

57,381. This means that the county has a low doctor and nurse patient ratios, an indicator of 

compromised healthcare.  

Most prevalent diseases include Malaria, respiratory tract diseases, skin diseases and pneumonia 

although there has been a marked improvement in diseases control through effective 

implementation of various programmes like immunization. 

Due to these challenges, the locally available health facilities are not able to cater for the full 

spectrum of the health needs of Kabarnet residents who have to travel to other distant regions in 

search of proper health care. 
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Map 22: Distribution of health facilities and 2km buffer 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

 



 

6.7 Recreation 

Recreation facilities within the planning area include playgrounds, stadiums, open spaces, public 

parks and community centers. The level of development of these facilities is low, however efforts 

are being put in place to improve the existing situation. For instance, the Kabarnet stadium which is 

under construction will boost the recreation prospects of the town. 

There are no formal public parks within the town, however, the available undeveloped land is 

usually used for recreation purposes as shown on Figure 61 below. 

Recreation facilities are essential facilities within all urban environments. Apart from being essential 

breathing areas within the inner-city neighborhoods, the open spaces create relaxing areas to the 

dwellers as well as adding the aesthetic value of the town. 

Access to the facilities should be as close as possible to the people. Distances of travel to access the 

facilities should not be above 2km. Interventions should be made to localize the facilities by ensuring 

that they are accessible within walking distances of about 500m-1km. 

The graphs below show number of people with access to different recreation facilities and the 

distances of travel within the planning area. 

Figure 61: Open space at the museum (L) and undeveloped land along road reserves (r)  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 



 

  

Figure 62: access and distance of travel to community centers 

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

 

 

  

Figure 63: access and distance of travel to libraries  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 
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Figure 64: access and distance of travel to playgrounds  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

  

Figure 65: access and distance of travel to public parks  

Source: GeoMaestro consult Africa, 2017 

 

6.8  ICT Infrastructure 

ICT infrastructure coverage within the municipality is low. Most institutiona have not incorporated 

ICT technology. However, courier services, Global Satellite Mobile technology, smartphones and 

cyber cafés are widely used.  The government run most of the ICT technologies which include; IPPD, 

IFMIS, Fundsoft, Afya EHMS, Website and GIS though this is not yet functional. Figure 66 depicts  

fibre optic network.
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 Figure 66: Fibre Optic Network 



 

CHAPTER SEVEN: GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 

FRAMEWORK 

7.1 Current governance structure 

7.1.1 Legislative and Political structure 

The County Assembly is instrumental in the planning process as they are charged with the task of 

approving plans and policies to enhance smooth operation and management of resources. Through 

policies recommended in the plan, they may as well enact by-laws to further guide development. 

The county executive goes ahead to implement the plan through proposed programs and projects.  

7.1.2 Judicial structure 

Judicial functions are fundamental in governance of jurisdictions. The Kabarnet Law courts housed 

within the town centre serves this critical purpose in pursuit of justice. Law and order within the town 

is as typically maintained by police with various police stations and posts including community peace 

initiatives e.g. Nyumba kumi. There is correction facility, Kabarnet Prison, in the municipality.  

7.1.3 Administrative system 

Devolution involves distributing power and resources to the various levels of government. The 

planning area falls within Kabarnet central sub-county and encompasses 3 wards, 11 locations and 

23 sub-locations. All these administrative units are governed by administrators who take part in is 

the actual management of power and policy within their jurisdictions.  

Even though Kabarnet town lacks a town committee, currently there is a town administrator for 

Kabarnet town who oversees town operations including revenue collection, budgetary allocation for 

town expenditures, etc.  

The plan preparation entails a spatial scope ranging from the Ward level to the sub-location level. 

Consequently, public participation through stakeholder meetings and administration of household 

questionnaires involved citizens up to the sub-location/village level.  

7.1.4 Financial structure 

Government has power to raise revenue and to spend revenue on behalf of its citizens through the 

County government. The members of county assembly approve plans together with financial 

commitments per financial year in tandem with prioritization of projects.  

7.1.5 Efficacy of the structure  

As mentioned, Kabarnet town currently lacks a town board against the requirements as per the 



 

Urban Areas and Cities Act, 2011. The role of the town administrator does not have clear cut 

definitions consequently as the town board should stipulate the same. This has negatively impacted 

efficiency and effectiveness of the town operations especially implementation of the existing by-

laws and projects tabled. The cumbersome nature of the role of Town administrator has further 

impacted revenue collection and all such roles that a town committee would have overseen.  

Kabarnet town is however looking towards conferment to municipal status as per the Urban Areas 

and Cities Amendment Bill 2017, hence establishment of a municipal board for a more efficient 

administration is underway. This is a key issue that will see to the implementation of policies, 

programs and projects approved by the members of county assembly including the Kabarnet IUDP. 

The municipal board will be able to undertake development control activities including control of 

land use, subdivisions, zoning and site development. Further, the municipal board has powers to 

formulate by-laws for the municipality and implement them. 

7.1.6 Financial strength of the municipality. 

The management of finances within the Kabarnet municipality is currently under the town 

administration office. Revenue sources including Land rates, business operation permits (through 

licencing) and development control initiatives through plan approvals (building plans, change of 

user and land sub-division schemes) ensure self-sustainability of the municipality. 

Apart from the resources realised through internal operations within the municipality, supplementary 

finances are realised through the national government and other development bodies though donor 

funding and investments in infrastructure facilities. Example includes investment in firefighting 

engines, an initiative though the government of German.  

Despite the municipality having various sources to finance its initiatives, efforts should be put in 

place to widen the scope of sources for funds in order to ensure absolute sustainability. This is 

essential in the realisation of the municipal vision. 

7.2 Review of Current development initiatives  

7.2.1 Overview 

Development initiatives in Kenya happen at both the national and county levels. Both national and 

county governments are mandated with tasks to ensure smooth running of their respective areas of 

operations.  

National government projects are carried out by different ministries acting at the national level 

while county government projects are headed and spearheaded by individual county government 



 

ministries. Kabarnet, the county headquarters of Baringo county and a major commercial and 

trading centre has experienced the following development programmes in the recent past since 

implementation of the Kenyan new constitution of 2010 and introduction of devolved government 

structures in 2013. 

7.2.2 The County Government Programmes 

The executive arm of the County government is structured into ten departments charged with 

executing different devolved fuctions as outlined below: 

Table 7: County government programmes 

Department Description/Functions Nature of projects 

Agriculture, livestock and 

fisheries. 

 

Ensure growth and protection 

of the agriclture and food 

sector. 

Creation of irrigation schemes, 

supply of farm machinery, 

supply of green houses, supply 

of fertilizers, rehabilitation 

and construction of cattle dips, 

promotion of apiculture 

through supply of beehives, 

promotion of aquaculture 

through provision of pond 

liners, fingerlings and fish 

feed. 

Transport and infrastructure 

 

Promote development of 

infrastructural projects 

financed and constructed by/ 

through the county 

government. 

Construction and repair of 

roads and installation of 

support facilities like bridges 

and street lights, managemnet 

of project cyscles within other 

departments.  

Education and ICT. 

 

Establishment of policies and 

development of necessary 

tools and equipment for the 

promotion of the county’s 

Establishment of education 

resource centres, recruitment 

of teachers, construction and 

refurbishment of education 



 

education sector. 

Planning, development and 

promotion of the county’s 

information and 

communication technology 

agenda. 

facilities, correcting 

imbalances in school by 

boosting the needy through 

bursaries, creating ICT 

Legislative framework and 

policies, Installation of CCTV 

cameras/security systems, 

efforts to ensure county wide 

area network connectivity, 

setting up ICT incubation 

centers to nature talents and  

innovative ideas. 

Land, housing and urban 

development 

Charged with the role of 

efficient administration and 

sustainable management of 

land resource through 

fostering the use of land as a 

factor of production to achieve 

accelerated economic growth. 

Assessment of Building plans, 

Assessment of subdivision 

schemes, solving land Disputes, 

Preparation of development 

plans. 

Industrialization, commerce, 

tourism and enterprise 

development 

Economic catalyst department 

that creates an enabling 

environment for efficient and 

effective trade and commerce 

within the county and across 

the borders. 

Construction and rehabilitation 

of markets, and other support 

facilities, Creation of tourist 

centres like museums and 

conservancies. 

Health 

 

Ensures access to basic public 

health services to the citizens 

through provision of quality 

healthcare. 

Construction and renovation of 

health facilities, Staffing and 

equiping of health facilities. 

Environment, natural resources, Seeks to manage the diverse Greening program through 



 

energy and mining. 

 

landscapes and natural 

resources within the county in a 

manner that supports healthy 

environment for economic 

growth and sustainable 

development by introduction 

of environmental programs for 

proper administration and 

management of natural 

resources in sustainable 

manner through conservation 

and protection of resources for 

quality environment.  

planting of trees, carrying out 

sstudies and rehabilitation of 

soil degradation, capacity 

building on environmental 

conservation, human wildlife 

conflict reduction through 

creating awareness, advocacy 

for clean energy though 

infrastructural investments, 

carrying out County Natural 

Resource mapping, carrying 

out waste management 

programs through provision of 

waste bins and acquisition of 

land for dump site. 

County treasury 

 

Maintain a strong economy of 

the county through promotion 

of favourable environment for 

the economy to thrive. 

Brings together all other 

departments in budget 

management and economic 

planning. 

Managing county finances 

through budgeting. 

Youth, gender, labour and 

social security services 

is aimed towards championing 

for an all-inclusive society 

devoid of any form of 

discrimination based on one’s 

gender, religion, race or 

ethnicity 

Talent development, Creating 

and entreprenurial culture, 

support for old people and 

persons with disabilities, 

championing campains on 

gender based violence like 

early marriages and female 

genital mutilations. 



 

Water and irrigation 

 

Tasked with the responsibility 

of ensuring that water is 

available and accessible to 

everyone, targeting to reduce 

distance of travel by locals to 

get clean water for domestic 

purposes and other uses. 

In addition, it seeks to harness 

enough water to support 

agriculture through irrigation 

and in industrial use. 

Construction of water storage 

facilities, drilling boreholes, 

laying down water distribution 

pipes, de-silting of dams and 

pans, spring protections, 

construction of cattle troughs, 

Creating irrigation schemes. 

Source: www.delivery.co.ke, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 

7.2.3 National Government Programmes  

The national development projects are being spearheaded by the executive arm of the national 

government. Some selected projects like Constituency Development Fund (CDF) are also part of the 

national government development strategies at the constituency level patronised by the area 

Member of Parliament.  

The purpose of  CDF is to enhance infrastructural and socio-economic development at the grass root 

level in order to reduce poverty by dedicating a minimum of two and half per cent (2.5%) of all 

National Government’s share of annual revenue towards community projects identified at 

constituency level by the  resident communities. Other localized development fund also exist e.g. 

Youth fund, Women Enterprise Fund and Uwezo fund. 

Other projects carried out by the national governmnet are categorised in variours categories as 

outlined below; 

Table 8: National governmnet programmes 

sector Nature of projects 

Transport Construction of new roads, periodic mantainace 

of dilapitated roads, rehabilitating airstrips. 

Health Managemnet of free maternity services, 

provision and managemnet of free primary 

http://www.delivery.co.ke/


 

health care service program, provision of 

managemnet equipment at the Kabarnet level 

5 hospital (supply and installation of theatre 

equipmnet, sterilisation and surgical sets, renal 

equipment and imaging and radiology 

equipment.) 

Energy Installation of public street lights, Extension and 

installtion of new power transmission lines and 

substations, Chamoioning for new electrification 

programmes (promoting electrical power 

connectivity to all primary schools and 

households through last mile connectivity 

program.) 

ICT and education Supporting free primary and day secondary 

education through offering grants, constructing 

new and revitallising existing institutions, 

creating and managing school meal program, 

creating and managing digital literacy 

programmes, supply and installation of 

education facilities. 

Land Registration and issuance of tittle deeds, 

solving national land conflicts, supporting 

regional integration on natural resource 

utilisation, supporting housing through 

construction of national housing schemes. 

Administration Supporting security inititatives through 

constructiong police stations and posts, 

supporting county administartion through 

construction of offices. 



 

Public service and Social welfare Engaging national youth service (NYS) on youth 

empowermnet projects (Registering saccos and 

community initiatives), creating environmnetal 

managemnet schemes, construction of Huduma 

centres (centralised national governmnet 

service delivery centres). 

Water, Irrigation and Sanitation Initiation and development water and 

sewerage projects, extending water supply 

pipes, creating irrigation projects. 

Public Works, Housing and Urban Development 

 

Rehabilitation and repair of 

infrastrucurefacilities (bridges, bus-parks), 

creation of research centres on approporiate 

builidng materials. 

Agriculture and livestock Offering livetock insurance through Kenya 

Livestock Insurance Program (KLIP), Agricultural 

Sector Development Support Programme 

(ASDSP), Drought Resilience and Sustainable 

Livelihoods Programme (DRSLP), Eastern Africa 

Agricultural Productivity Project (EAAPP), 

Traditional High Value Crops (THVC) - former 

(Orphan Crops). 

Source: www.delivery.co.ke, GeoMaestro consult Africa compilation, 2017 
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